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Join us for Worship
Saturday 5:00 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m.
Journey & Fellowship 10:45
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Status of Accounts as of May 31
Balance in Checking Account………………………$6,250.66
Amount needed in offerings per month to meet our 2016 Annual Budget
of $174,914.20 is $14,576.18
May income was $16,902.02
Benevolence Gifts…………………………………...……$7,391.84
(36% of our Benevolence goal of $20,000.00 for 2016)
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Pastor Kim’s Message
Brothers and Sisters,
Independence. It is a source of pride, the basis of our country, and a
noble pursuit borne by men and women throughout the ages. We hold
it up to our children, encouraging them from a young age to learn to
“stand on their own two feet” and mourn when the limitations of age
challenge and steal independence from us and from those we love.
Independence is an understanding that what we face we can handle,
that we are confident in our abilities, that we can make it on our own.
So then, brothers and sisters, what is our
And you shall be
relationship to God when our belief is that
my people, and I
we don’t need Him? Has God become yet
will be your God.
another duty of the past that we conform to,
put up with, endure? Or is God a mere
Jeremiah 30.22
expression, like other words and phrases, that
we utter when frustration takes its toil? Is
God just one more thing that we’ve added onto our full life, an
accessory that we wear once a week or take out on special occasions,
like that great sport coat or necklace?
Independence may be a great idea ideology, but it is not a good
reality. For the truth is we were created to be interdependent, one
people, one world, with one God.
We need others: and we need God.
There is not one among us who can make the sun rise or set, who can
form the planets to circle in the heavens, who can make the wind blow
or the rains fall, or who can make the earth yield forth its produce.

— continued on page 4
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And my friends, no matter the advertisements or the ego, there is not
one among us who can give life.
13

No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. 16“For God so
loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have
eternal life. 17“Indeed, God
did not send the Son into the
world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world
might be saved through him.
John 3

Not one, but the One.
The One whose Spirit swept over the
chaos, whose word gave form to the
oceans and the mountains, whose breath
gave life, whose blood gives life.
God created us to be in relationship with
Him. And when we felt that we were
too grown up to be in such a dependent
relationship and left, God knew what we
couldn’t admit, and came to us in the
form of Jesus Christ.

That need has not changed. No matter
who advanced we get, we cannot get
past death. Not without God. Celebrate your dependence this
holiday. Celebrate your God.
Peace,

Pastor Kim
Pastoral Acts
Marriages Scheduled:
09/24/16 Nicholas Miller & Kayla Troutman
11/12/16 John Lisowski & Hannah Sterling
New Members:
06/19/16 David Cunningham & sons, David
& Daniel, Debra Hubler
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Church Council Highlights from June:






net income for May $2,464.60
The Mortgage balance is $85,051.11
Kudos to Pastor Kim and Gregg for their fine work with 19
kids and the Acolyte Academy. They make a great impression wearing their crosses as they light and extinguish the
candles in unison.
Average weekly worship attendance for May 2016--124, for
the year--124

07/01/50
07/08/76
07/08/95
07/10/93
07/10/93
07/20/85
07/21/07
07/27/02
07/28/01
07/30/05
07/31/70

Forrest & Dorothy Shadle
James & Jo Conrath
Greg & Penny Lindenmuth
Gary & Connie Weinreich
Thomas & Michelle Hood
James & Annette Houser
Zebulun & Jennifer Geedey
Eric & Jennifer Singleton
Rick & Gail Lorady
Susan & Shaun McNally
James & Carol Reiner
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The following Memorials were given to Christ’s
United since the issue of the last Newsletter:
$250.00 in Memory of Malcolm Boyer by:
Henry L. Knauber
$40.00 in Memory of Faye Zimmerman by:
Terry & Dorothy Kessler
Connie Welker

Give Electronically
Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving
As Christ’s United it is important to know what support we can
depend on from our congregation members. By knowing what you
are willing to commit financially, we are able to better plan for the
future. Please consider setting up a recurring giving plan.
Automating your financial commitments means your contributions
will be received on a steady, uninterrupted basis.
To set up a recurring giving schedule, visit us
online at www.christsunited.org, locate the
Online Giving button and set up your recurring
giving schedule. The first time you give, you
will select a password that will enable you to
log in at any time and make changes to your
giving or view your complete online giving
history. Or if it’s easier, just scan this QR code
to get started.
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Youth Group News
Friday, July 8
The senior youth group will be going on their annual
trip to Knoebles! Meet in the church parking lot at 4:30
p.m. - Returning at ??? We will eat at Knoebels so
bring money for food.

The Endowment Fund Committee is accepting requests for 2016
scholarships. If you are an ACTIVE member of the congregation
who is furthering your education in a college, university, trade
school, business school, nursing/medical school, etc., you may
submit a letter of request by September 15, 2016 to the church office or one of the members of the committee- Sarah Fetterolf, Angie Berger, Barb Anczarski, Helen Wolfgang or Carla Mae Carl.

In the letter please include: Your name and address; Name and
address of school you are attending; your status (freshmen,
sophomore, etc.); Projected time of certification or graduation; and
Field of study/certification of degree you are pursuing.
Please be advised, you must be an Active Member of the
congregation and also be present in person on the date the
scholarships are given out.
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We Offer our Prayers to…
Please note that those experiencing a traumatic
event are placed onto the Prayer List and will be
kept on for one month and then taken off. Please
provide updates to the office in order that the list
is always current. If you would like someone added, please call the office or write their name on the
Prayer Request sheet found on the Prayer Podium.

June 26 – Jack Stitzer, Robert Cheddar,
Julian Urbanowicz (A. Berger), Bud Hall,
Maura Sweitzer, Lamar Quick (D. Lassen), Sandra Beecher (L. Lute),
Ken Bennet (G. Marquardt), Dean Parry (S. Tice), Pam & Dave
Salwocki (S. Tice)
June 19 – Candice Alexander (D. Zaharick), Grace Moore (G.
Marquardt), Ron Fox, David Schweinhart, Judy Stepulitis, Deb Price,
Barb Liem
June 12 – Family of Faye Zimmer man, Donald Tr outman, Pete
Waldick, Melody Troup, Tara Bahn & baby (D. Wallace), Pam Hoffner
(V. Reeser), Susie Klinger (L. Rickert), Steve Munhem (J. Kosmisky),
Tommy Green, Judy Fritz, Karyssa Wenrich (J. Clark)
June 5 – Sandy Mar low, Bob Foose (J . Gr uber ), Br andon Leon (S.
Marlow), Brandon D’Angelo, Kim Zinda (J. Towey), Mary Caruso (J.
Towey), Joyce Mallams, Frank Dziczek, Leona Sheipe (G. Marquardt)
May 29 – Elizabeth Br own (G. Mar quar dt), Sue (Kaufman)
Jiannino (R. Hardnock)

Praying Through the Directory
Each month we will be listing three of our church faith
families. We ask that you take the time and uplift them in
prayer for their needs and spiritual journey.
This month we pray for:
The Bolich Family—Brian, Brandy, Bryonna & Jasmine
The Dillman Family—Don, Lynn & Kaiden
The Fritz Family—Richard & Judy
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13
14
15
17

2
3

4
5
6

7

8
10
11
12

18

Ryan Bendinsky
Heather Schweinhart
Mindy Burke
Dustin Koons
Joan Clark
John E. Shilling
John Denchak
David Schweinhart
Christopher Dillman
Chris Brennan
James Locker
Sally Tice
Ron Wallace
Jeremiah Johnson
Michelle Knorr
Rick Lorady
Patrick Monaghan
Jeffrey Sharp
Daniel Sisko
John Kimmel
Nelson Berger, Jr.
Wendy Farnsworth
Eric Singleton
Dylan Barker
William Harris

19
20
22
24
26
27
28
29
30
31

Gavin Klock
Deb Price
Todd Walacavage
Peter Hepler
Samuel Troup, Jr.
Samantha Schneider
Bobbie Harner
Wesley Long
Maura Sweitzer
Tami Wagner
Ellie Chappell
Jennifer Singleton
Jeffrey Hummel
Kylie Sisko
Richard Dengler
Jeremy Rock
Tyson Fetterolf
Fletcher Sterling
Carla Mae Carl
Rachel Green
Thomas Wolfgang
Lydia Price
Diane Rock
Tangie Wetzel
Kylie Mallams
Barbara Fetterolf
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Our Senior Youth are in Gettysburg as I write this (me too!).
What started as a Confirmation
retreat has become a Senior
Youth destination. More than a
program, it is an experience in
relationship, as we learn the
difference between “knowing
about Jesus” and “knowing
Jesus”. Together we packaged
food, sorted shows, learned
about wounded civil war
soldiers and their struggles,
studied the Old and the New
Testament witness, delved in the sacraments, scavenged for
clues, played Frisbee, ate, and talked. This is an experience that
imparts knowledge: not so much technical understanding of
church doctrine, but of
each other and of the
God who draws us
together as one. Please
take time to pray for
our youth, their
leaders (Tracy and
Aaron), and their
ministry together.
Please take time to
thank them and
support them in the
ministry they share
with us.
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First communion instruction
The body of Christ broken for
you. The blood of Christ shed
for you. The words of simple,
but the power is not. In Holy
Communion we remember and
share in Jesus Christ, celebrating
the life giving relationship we
have with God. Knowing Jesus
is a gift we share with our
children. If your child is in first
grade or above, please plan to
join in the First Communion
class on Sunday, July 10 after
worship. To register, please call
or email the church office.
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Witness by what you're
Wearing!
Just in time for Summer the Christ's United T-shirts are
here! Sporting the Christ's United
logo in the front and our identity
statement in the back (One God.
One People. One Purpose), these shocking lime green
t-shirts are a great way of starting a conversation
about your faith without saying a word. Provided by
WELCA (the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America), a suggested donation of $10 per
shirt covers costs. Medium, large, and extra large are
available in the church office.
Millions of people have gone
through Financial Peace
University and learned God’s
ways of handling money.
They’ve worked a plan,
rewritten their stories, and
changed their futures—
Christ’s United Lutheran Church
There will be an Informational
meeting on Sunday, August 7 at
6:00 p.m.
Sign up on the bulletin board or
call the church office at
570-875-1591
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Jacob
Tice
Kylie
Mallams
Jesse
Cascarino
Lydia
Price

Beth
Andrews

Kylie
Mallams

Melanie
Bendinsky

Angie
Berger

July 10

July 17

July 24

July 31

Ryan
Walter

Barb Stepanchick
John Towey
Judy Stepulitis

Richard Berner
Kay Berner
Robert Carl
Jim Chappell

Barb
Anczarski

July 3

Acolyte

Communion
Assistants

Ushers

Lector

Date

Alyssa
Becker

Bryce
Hummel

Karleigh
Economy

Kaitlyn
Werner

Jordan
Walter

2nd Acolyte/
Tag-a-Long

Deb
Hall

Jim
Gruber

Vivian
Brown

Mark
Varndell

Gregg
Sterling

George
Kosmisky

Darcie
Gruber

Cheryl
Denchak

Kay
Berner

Deb
Berner

Post Worship Post Worship
Greeter in
Greeter at
Narthex
Door

Serving Our Community of Faith in July:

July 2016
Sunday

3

7th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 Communion Service
Seafarers Collection
10:30 Fellowship

10

8th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 Worship Service
Seafarers Collection
10:30 Fellowship
10:45 Worship & Music
Meeting
3:30 Ladies Night Out

17

9th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 Worship Service
Seafarers Collection
10:30 Fellowship

24

10th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 Worship Service
10:30 Fellowship
6:00-8:00 VBS

31

11th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 Worship Service
Good Samaritan Offering
10:30 Fellowship
12:00 Social Hall Reserved
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Monday

4

Office Closed

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

Thurs

7

10:00 Seniors

7:00 Evang
Outreach M

11

12

13

14

11:00 Worship @
Luther Ridge
6:00 Mutual
Ministry
7:00 Church
Council

9:00 Food Delivery

10:00 Seniors
10:00 Staff Meeting

10:00-12:0
Christ’s Cu

18

19

4:30 Sr. youth pizza
& food pantry set up

20

21

11:00 Worship @
Luther Ridge

10:00 Seniors

7:00 Stewardship
Team Meeting

6:30 VBS
Decorating

7:00 Perso
Committee

27

28

25
9:30 Newsletter
Assembly
11:00 Worship @
Luther Ridge
6:00 Grief Support
Group
6:00-8:00 VBS

26

10:00 Seniors

12:00-2:00
area food p
Good Shep
6:00-8:00 VBS

6:00-8:00 VBS

6:00-8:00 V

sday

gelism &
Meeting

00
upboard

Friday
1

2
5:00 Communion Service

8

9
9:30 Jr. Youth trip to
Indian Echo Caverns

4:30 Sr. Youth
group trip to
Knoebels

5:00 Worship Service

15

16

Newsletter
Deadline
5:00 Worship Service

22

onnel
e Meeting

0 Ashland
pantry @
pherd

Saturday

23
5:00 Worship Service

29

30
5:00 Worship Service

VBS
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7:45
Sunday, July 24-Thursday, July 28
6:00 p.m.
570-875-1591
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8:00 p.m.

Bible school will be sponsored in part by:
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We will be collecting the following
item for July:

Boxed Potatoes
Please place your donations in the shopping
cart. Thank You!

“Christ’s Cupboard”
Next Distribution Date
Thursday, July 14
10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon

The month that your committee serves please help out in
the kitchen before and after the
service. Also, please bring in
baked goods or other items for
the snacks. Thank you.

Committee Schedule
July—Evangelism &
Outreach
August—Youth Group
September—Property
October—Stewardship
November—Endowment Fund
December—Church Council
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We would like to give a BIG
Thank You to Boyer’s in
Ashland and the manager, Mr.
Joe Catizone. They have
generously donated five boxes
of plastic bags for us to use in
packing frozen meat and other
items to distribute to our food
pantry guests.
Thank you also to all our
volunteers who come out on a
monthly basis to help distribute
food. We could not
do it without you!

Christmas-at-Sea
Would you like to bring joy to seafarers who will not
be home with their families for Christmas?
Join Christ’s United’s Social Ministry Team in helping
bring Christmas joy to those at sea.

Port chaplains from Seafarers International House bring satchels filled with
gifts to the ships they visit in the weeks prior to Christmas. Later, on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, when the ship is in the middle of the ocean, the
captain holds a holiday celebration and every crew member will open their
satchels, each containing the following items:

One Sweatshirt – hooded or unhooded (size L-XL),
Three Pairs of Socks – thermal or white gym,
One Casual Pullover T-Shirt (size M-L),
One Knit Winter Cap,
One Can of Nuts or Large Bar of Chocolate
(You pick the colors, styles and brands you wish, but please no

substitutions from the list. The Christmas-at-Sea satchels should be comparable for
each member of the crew).
We will be collecting donations during the month of July, please see the
display in the Narthex.

What might otherwise have been
another lonely night at sea
becomes a joyous occasion, not just
because of the beautiful gifts received, but because complete
strangers ashore have taken the time
to share the spirit of
Christmas
with these otherwise forgotten sea-
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Bus Trip to Sight & Sound

Thursday, August 4th

Deadline to Reserve Tickets & Final Payment is Due: JULY 5th
Bus leaves Church parking lot at 9:45 a.m.

Cost
Adults $95.00
Child (3-12) 59.00
Lunch at Hershey Farms 12:00 p.m.
Hershey Farm’s Grand Smorgasbord features both classic PA
Dutch dishes and modern flavors. Enjoy our original recipes,
hot entrées, freshly prepared daily specials on the Grill, a hot
carving station, crisp salads and homemade soups and our
famous desserts.

Show at Sight & Sound 2:45 p.m.
He's the original superhero. He can defeat entire armies and slay lions. But there's a
catch to his superpower: He must follow the rules.
And that's where the trouble begins.
As Samson battles the Philistines - and his own personal calling - he soon falls prey
to temptation, losing his strength and sight. But has he lost hope?
Experience this Bible story in jaw-dropping scale as it's brought to life by a worldclass cast, spectacular special effects and live animals - on stage and in the aisles.
It's an unforgettable, uplifting thrill ride that literally brings the house down!

Please make checks payable to: Christ’s United WELCA
Contact Jo-Ann Young @ 570-875-2586 for more information and to
reserve your tickets.
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WHO

ARE

These People???

Each month we like to have a different picture from long ago. See if
you can guess who some or all of the people in the picture are. The
answers will be in next months “Life Together” Newsletter.
The answers from last month’s picture are: Left to right, 1st row: Sue
Snavely, Alma Kaufman, Carol Klinger, Pearl Maurer, Kay (Korn)
Rickard. 2nd row: Roseanne (Klinger) Price, Edna Kaufman, Pastor
Snavely, Lois Urbon, June Kaufman.
St. Paul’s Chapel, Gordon early 1960’s.
If you have any old pictures from Christ’s United or any of the
chapels that formed Christ’s United, please provide pictures to the
church office to be included in future “Life Together” Newsletters.
Also provide the names of those that are pictured. We are also
looking for pictures of the exterior of the Chapels: St. John’s, St.
Paul’s, St. Peter’s and Zions. Thank you!
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Stewardship: Shhh! We
don't talk about that here!
It is well known
that people don’t like to
talk about money – but
we do need to talk about
ministry – the ways that
we are called into
relationship with God
and with others. Ministry involves giving of ourselves – our
time, talents, and treasures – in order to give to God.
Giving is not about the amount of money: it is about
prioritizing our life in our relationship with God. We do first
the things most important to us, whether it involves setting our
schedule, helping others, or designating money. Stewardship is
the practice of caring for our time, abilities, and money in a
way that helps them grow healthy. The Stewardship team at
Christ’s United is committed to helping each of us achieve a
healthy balance in our lives so that we can grow in God. Watch
for hints and tips in the coming months!
Here’s a sample:
Take a minute to look at your calendar and your bank
account? Where is your time and money going? Is it going in
ways that help you grow in relationship with God and others, or
does it represent a struggle of not enough time, not enough
money, leaving you feeling pressured and worn out? Times
like this call for a return to the basics. Turn to Genesis 1 and 2
and read about the order of creation. Feel God’s desire for a
relationship with people. See God’s purpose for humans as
caretakers (not owners) of the wonders of the world. Think
about what it means to be the caretaker of God’s property rather
than the owner. Discuss ways your time and you money
represent your relationship with God.
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School Kits needed for Lutheran World Relief
Education is important in every community but especially those where
poverty or disaster limits the options of young people looking to improve their lives. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children
continue learning despite the hardships they face. These supplies
mean the difference between getting an education or not.
The supplies for each School Kit are:
Four 70 sheet spiral notebooks, One 30 centimeter ruler (or with inches and centimeters), One pencil sharpener, One blunt scissors (safety
scissors with steel blades), One box of 16-24 crayons, One 2 1/2 inch
eraser, Five black or blue ballpoint pens, Five unsharpened #2 pencils
with erasers, One sturdy drawstring back style cloth bag (14" x 17")
In the coming weeks the school supplies will begin to be in stores
(much to the dismay of many children and adults) at great low prices
so keep these items in mind.
Donations of any of these items should be placed on the table in the
narthex August 14 - 28.
Thrivent Action Team will pack the bags.

Stalactites, Stalagmites, Oh My!
The Jr. Youth are going down into the
depths of Indian Echo Caverns (good
thing we have the light of Jesus!) on
Saturday, 9 July! We'll experience the
feel of a real cave as we get ready for
this year's VBS! After spelunking we'll
have a picnic lunch and talk about
journey! For more information please
check the Youth Board at church, or
see Christ's United on the web! Angie
Berger is the contact person!
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2016 Sponsorships
The following sponsorships are still
available for 2016:
Bulletins: November 27 &
December 24
Newsletters:
September, October, November &
December. If you are interested in sponsoring any of these,
please call the church office or sign up on the bulletin
board. Thank you!
Ladies, start your engines!
The weather is nice so a road trip to Reading
is happening on Sunday, July 10. We are
traveling to Austin’s, a restaurant known for
excellence service, wonderful meats, fresh
fish, and amazing salads. Please sign up on
the bulletin boards so that we can reserve
table space and plan our carpools! This is a
great event to introduce a friend to Christ’s
United! Departure time is 3 pm!

At the center of it all
Psalm 118:8, the verse that falls in the middle of the Protestant
Bible, reads, “It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in
humans” (NIV).
The center of God’s Word reminds us to make God the center of our
lives! No other person or possession can fulfill or save us. Only God
is a safe, certain refuge, and we grow closer to him by grounding
ourselves in his Word and his will.
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Christ’s United Ministry Teams
Christian Education
education@christsunited.org
Evangelism/Outreach
evangelism@christsunited.org
Lutheran Church Men (LCM)
lcm@christsunited.org

We the members of Christ’s
United Lutheran Church, Ashland,
desiring to be blessed together with

Stewardship

become more perfectly the Body of

WELCA
welca@christsunited.org

Christ in our world, do hereby

Endowment Fund
endowment@christsunited.org
Mutual Ministry
Nominating
council@christsunited.org
Personnel
personnel@christsunited.org
Property
property@christsunited.org
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Mission Statement

Social Ministry
socialministry@christsunited.org

Worship & Music
music@christsunited.org
Christ’s United Committees
Auditing & Finance Committees
finance@christsunited.org
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Christ’s United Lutheran Church

Word and Sacrament and to

commit ourselves to a mission
which includes a creative reexamination of our worship life; a
quality educational program for all
ages; intentional witnessing; a
serving spirit; and an integrated
support system which will under
gird our program and the
maintenance of our facilities as it
encourages improved stewardship.

CHURCH COUNCIL 2016
council@christsunited.org
Phone
Beth Andrews (Secretary)
570-874-2381
Stewart Anthony
570-644-0373
vicepresident@christsunited.org
Angie Berger
570-875-3598
Deb Berner
570-875-3209
John Denchak
570-875-4970
Deidre Dengler
Youth Rep.
Gregg Sterling
570-449-6940
John Towey
570-205-2682
Mark Varndell
570-875-2545
Deb Zaharick
570-875-2691

Term Expires
Feb. 2018
Feb. 2018
Feb. 2019
Feb. 2017
Feb. 2017
Sept. 2016
Feb. 2019
Feb. 2018
Feb. 2019
Feb. 2017

PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Kim L. Lengert
570-336-3110
pastorkim@christsunited.org
STAFF
Parish Visitor
Lois Sterling
lois@christsunited.org
Parish Administrator
Erik Tice
office@christsunited.org
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30-3:00
Director of Music
Keith Morgan, ALCM
music@christsunited.org
Treasurer
Ann Marie Dillman
treasurer@christsunited.org
Indoor Custodian
Cheryl Varndell
Outdoor Custodian
Bill Price
Financial Secretary
Christine Brennan

570-449-6947
570-875-1591
570-933-5916
570-875-2422
570-875-2545
570-875-4272
570-875-0720
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